CAP Kickoff Meeting (6/20/2024) 12:30 – 2:00

Ag and Ecosystems Breakout Room (1:05 - 1:30)
Notetaker: Collin Smythe
 
 
Billy Coster: Intro
 
· Largely reconstituted from original group that advised on original CAP
· First meeting last month - next meeting a week from today
· Charged to prioritize existing strategies and actions in original plan based on emissions reductions, resilience/adaptation, co-benefits of those actions
· Ag and Eco had most actions in previous plan
· Group took the intentional decision to not limit - wanted broadest and most inclusive list of actions possible
· Now need to prioritize for impact and implementation feasibility
· Now look at new analyses and data that may exist and any gaps where more/different actions needed
· Provide information at the meeting next week 
· Will work through the lens of equity and a just transition 
· Prioritize actions considering impacts to marginalized Vermonters
· Broadest area of focus of any of the subcommittees
· Biodiversity, resilience, mitigation, etc.
· Lots of work but not lots of time
· Opportunity for public comment during all of those subcommittee meetings
 
 
Ryan Patch: highlighting ecosystem services and benefits provided by Ag land in VT
 
Henry Swayze: working hard on carbon reduction.  Elephant in the room that's not being considered.  If we really want to cool ourselves, can't just work on carbon reduction.  Need to get below 300 PPM preindustrial levels before we'll get cooling.  Need to look at natural systems and NWL in order to get to cooling.  Carbon reduction alone doesn't work from a science point of view.
 
Henry Swayze - Chat: If we want relief from warming we must work with natural systems to cool.  Carbon emissions reductions will not cool until we reach preindustrial levels.
 
John Brabant: incredible heat lately.  Forest cover canopy is incredibly cooling.  Underscore that natural systems provide habitat, clean air, water, carbon sequestration, but also have a real impact on atmospheric temperatures. 
 
Lucas Pelletier: Cooling - plants/trees offer much more cooling properties than asphalt.  What more can we do in terms of wildlife bridges?  Vtrans previously installed ecoducts under roadways.  Can we implement ideas from projects in Banff and going on in California in our infrastructure so we can protect biodiversity and increase independence of biodiversity.  What can we do about that?
 
Michael Fernandez - Bennington County Conservation District.  Utilize previously existing decision infrastructure.  Would like to see a lot more state engagement in that process.  Would be great to continue integrating those two siloed components to not reinvent the wheel.
 
Nathanael Johns: Issue of habitat destruction.  Much forest cleared for ag land.  Concern that hasn't been talked about much.  How that is contributing to climate change.  How is that land use change contributing to climate change.
 
John Brabant: Chat: With an eye toward EQUITY, equitable access to project planning and permitting processes.  Competition for land.  Need to improve on processes so that public (full public) has input on development (as well as renewable energy development).  Bill introduced that would have blocked public participation as a group (environmental organization promoted this).  Need to keep a focus so that we all have a voice and not just based on those with money and power.
 
Bill Dell'Isola: Ag/ecosystems/resilience/adaptation - appreciate that they are being put into the CAP.  Ag and ecosystems provide quality of life and natural and working lands provide resilience and adaptation.  Supporting land conservation has many benefits, food-sheds, etc.  Well-rounded land-based solutions to climate change, build resilience and then work to reduce emissions.  Appreciative that those are enshrined in the plan.
 
David Plumb: hearing themes around benefits and co-benefits of having natural working lands and ecosystems.  Wildlife bridges/connectivity, benefit to the state.  Concerns about habitat destruction.  Paying attention to local systems.  Equitable access to permitting/etc. and public involvement in processes.  How does this sync up with what subcommittee is doing already.
 
Billy Coster: Forests biggest asset in state fight against climate change.  Sequestration and resilience both important.  Forests create interconnected system and are largely unfragmented and healthy.  Need to do everything we can to maintain healthy and connected system.  Original recommendation to develop 30X30 plan and Vermont did that, and more to set goals around protection by 2050.  Priority of the work of the subcommittee.  Activities ongoing but we need to do more.  How do we support landowners that work with/on the land so that they don't have to convert the land to other uses?
 
Jaiel Pulskamp: balance needs of preservation with needs of farmers and foresters, as well as housing development and solar array placement.  Not an easy task.  Touch on what Michael and John mentioned.  Really important to have community involvement in the process to understand how they will impact communities.  Will keep that in mind going through the process.  Follow up question - NY Hydrogen infrastructure work - world leader in H2 energy and only 3 hours away.  Missing piece to the puzzle?  They have the only alternative energy source that can replicate the outputs of fossil fuels.  Can we include that in the discussion?  
 
Billy Coster: CSM is really looking at the energy components, would likely be a better fit for their discussion and we will pass that along.
 
Lucas Pelletier: clarifying question.  Does this include energy discussion as well?  Or separate topic?
David Plumb: where renewable energy discussion intersects with this subcommittee is in landscapes.  Land use conversion versus other goals/priorities.  
 
Jaiel: need to preserve natural & working lands, but also take on activities to reduce emissions.  Difficult balance.
 
Ryan Patch: matching to fossil fuels (energy comment from Lucas) but methane from digesters can be matched with natural gas
 
Becka Warren: initial question of what was missing.  Thinking about food security for the state and keep in mind when prioritizing goals.  Input and community interest in working farms and resiliency.
 
John Brabant (cut off in breakout so commented in full meeting) - need to place community interest over developer interest.  How things are owned as well.  IRA provides an alternative to tax write-offs to private companies, but provides grants to communities for renewable energy development.  People need to put those municipal grants on their radar as the planning process goes forward.
 

